Travel Tips -Hotels part 2

by Alan Howard
Hotels around North America Continued
Last week we covered budget hotel offerings in Montreal and as promised here is the next installment.
Mid-range
I have stayed at a couple of hotel which I feel fall in the mid range with prices from $109.00 to about $150.00. Two of my favorites are the Lord
Beri and Hotel St. Denis.
Lord Beri- 1199 Rue Berri, Montreal, Quebec H2L 4C6, Canada
This hotel is located in the ‘east village’ a block off St. Catherine’s street so is in the midst of restaurants, bars and unique shops. It is also within
walking distance of Old Montreal. I have found the rooms here of a good size and very clean. The breakfast was very good and the staff is
friendly. The prices range from $85.00 upwards.
Hotel St. Denis - 1254 St-Denis, Montreal, Quebec H2X 3J6, Canada
This hotel is another one which is located in the heart of the east village on St. Denis (the entertainment street) close to St. Catherines and the Metro.
Most of the rooms have hard wood instead of carpet and are very clean. The breakfast is of the normal continental type. The elevator is very small
so if you have large cases only one of you will fit. The rooms are not large but more than adequate. The prices range from $105 upwards.
High End
Over the last few years I have stayed in four (4) high end hotels and found them all great. They tend to be located in the central area or west side
of downtown. They are close to the upscale shopping area. They all have amenities from swimming pools to gyms. Most are accessible from
the underground malls/walking complex. This is especially nice if you are in the city in the cold windy winter; you do not have to go outside for
anything!
The Queen Elizabeth (Fairmont) - 900 Rene Levesque Blvd. W, Montréal, H3B 4A5
This is now a Fairmount hotel and thus one of the railroad properties which belonged to CN. It is located right beside the train station on the east
side of the main downtown. The rooms are a good size and of course it has all the amenities. There are three eating places from the very high
end dining room to a bistro. It also has a couple of nice lounges. They do have three levels of rooms with the top level being the Entre Gold. If
you are not worried about the price then treat yourself to Entre Gold. You have a private check in on the 12th floor with a private elevator. A full
breakfast buffet is served in the private 12th floor lounge. They also have an evening reception with drinks and appetizers in this lounge. The
rooms are large with extra amenities such as robes, turn down service, and top end toiletries.
The prices range from $169 in your basic room to $289 for a normal Entre Gold room.
W- Hotel - 901 Victoria Square, Montreal, Quebec H2Z 1R1
If you wish to stay in one of the most unique hotels in the city then choose the W. Not only is it unique to Montreal but is one of the most unusual
hotels I have stayed in. The location is super as it is steps from Old Montreal and only 2 blocks from the major shopping area of St. Catherine’s.
The uniqueness starts the minute you walk into the lobby. The furnishings are very Avant-garde and the lighting is soft subdued and in hues of
orange, red and yellow. The staff is very friendly and efficient. The uniqueness carries through from the lobby to the elevator and the hallways.
Not only is the lighting subdued but the paintings and wall coverings and hangings are Avant-garde.
When you open your door to the room you will be very surprised. They are not large rooms but very well furnished and well laid out. The most
unique feature is the bathroom. It is located right at the entrance of the room and has a class wall between it and the living/bedroom. It is the only
bathroom that I have been in where you leave the door open so you have some privacy from the main room. Again the lightening is subdued and
coloured.
The lounge serves outstanding wine and drinks but of course at a nice price. The rooms are on the smaller size and range from $262.00 to 800.00

Next Week I Will Discuss Hotels In Toronto.

I travel not to go anywhere, but to go. I travel for travel’s sake.
The great affair is to move.
Robert Louis Stevenson

The Family Cookbook
This section is where we like to feature local, family recipes that have
been handed down or dishes you don’t see too often. If you have a
favourite dish that you think others would enjoy, please send it to me at
editor@eastendecho.ca
Farranfore Soda Bread:
4 cups of flour (half-and-half white and whole wheat is a fair equivalent to Irish
wheaten flour)
15 ounces of buttermilk (though 1% milk soured with vinegar is closer to real farm
buttermilk). Room temperature.
1 teaspoon baking soda.
I teaspoon baking powder.
½ teaspoon salt, or more to taste.
Sieve and blend flour, soda, powder and salt.
Pre-heat oven to 425
Stir milk into flour. Don’t knead more than necessary. It will have a “raggy” texture,
but can be briefly kneaded into a ball.
(If too sticky, dust with more flour)
Do this as quickly as possible.
Flatten the ball into a circle, ¾” thick.
Cut a deep cross into it with a sharp knife and send up a prayer to St Jude (patron saint
of lost causes)
Put in oven, on cookie sheet (or baking stone if you have one). Invert a deep casserole
or oven-proof saucepan over it.
Bake for 20 minutes.
Remove casserole/saucepan and
Reduce oven to 375
Bake for another 25 minutes.

Here In This spring
Here in this spring, stars float along the void;
Here in this ornamental winter
Down pelts the naked weather;
This summer buries a spring bird.
Symbols are selected from the years’
Slow rounding of four seasons’ coasts,
In autumn teach three seasons’ fires
And four birds’ notes.
I should tell summer from the trees, the
worms
Tell, if at all, the winter’s storms
Or the funeral of the sun;
I should learn spring by the cuckooing,
And the slug should teach me destruction.
A worm tells summer better than the clock,
The slug’s a living calendar of days;
What shall it tell me if a timeless insect
Says the world wears away?

Dylan Thomas

Remove from oven and wrap in linen tea towel for an hour.
Tap the bottom; if it sounds hollow it’s done
Slice it, butter it, eat it.

Sláinte. Bainigí sult as!

Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall,
Humpty Dumpty had a great fall.
All the kings’ horses,
And all the kings’ men.
Had scrambled eggs,
For breakfast again.

Pen and Ink workshop
with Deb Giverhaug
Saturday March 31 2 - 4:30pm
contact Trea 295-4099 or
Deb GiverHaug at 295-3565 for more
info and to reserve your spot.

AGES at the Eastend Library
Friday March 30 7pm Art exhibit and
reception. Artworks inspired by Emily
Carr by local artists
Special Guest Bernt Hanson with his
movie of light photography and music.

Little miss moffit
sat on her toffit
eating sausage and chips
along came a spider and sat down beside
her
and she bashed the poor blighter to bits

Mary had a little lamb.
Her father shot it dead.
Now it goes to school with her,
Between two hunks of bread.

